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Abstract

On July 2014 the Gaia satellite, placed at L2 since January 2014, finished their commis-
sioning phase and started collecting high accurate scientific data. New and more realistic
estimations of the astrometric, photometric and spectroscopic accuracy expected after five
years mission operation (2014-2019) have been recently published in the Gaia Science Per-
formance Web page. Here we present the coordination efforts and the activities being
conducted through the two GREAT (Gaia Research for European Astronomy Training)
European Networks, the GREAT-ESF, a programme supported by the European Science
Foundation (2010-2015), and the GREAT-ITN network, from the European Unions Seventh
Framework Programme (2011-2015). The main research theme of these networks is to un-
ravel the origin and history of our home galaxy. Emphasis is placed on the research projects
being conducted by the Spanish Researchers through these networks, well coordinated by
the Red Espafiola de Explotacién Cientifica de Gaia (REG network, with more than 140
participants). Members of the REG play an important role on the collection of complemen-
tary spectroscopic data from ground based telescopes, on the development of new tools for
an optimal scientific exploitation of Gaia data and on the preparation task to create the
Gaia archive.
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