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Abstract

The launch of Gaia satellite by the European Space Agency is a year ahead (last quarter
of 2013), and Spanish and European community have already out in place two networks
devoted to the preparation of the scientific exploitation of the data acquired by the satel-
lite: GREAT (Gaia Research for European Astronomy Training), funded by the European
Science Foundation and by Marie Curie Actions in its People 7th Programme, and REG
(Spanish Network for the scientific exploitation of Gaia) funded by MINECO. These net-
works, which are open to the international community, have adopted the challenges of Gaia
mission: to revolutionize our understanding of the Milky Way and its components, trace
the distribution of dark matter in the local universe, validate and improve models of stellar
structure and evolution, characterizing solar system objects, ... and many more.

Both networks promote the close interaction among researchers of different institutes, by
supporting short and long exchange visits, workshops, schools and large conferences. Cur-
rently, 128 Spanish people actively participate in the several working groups in GREAT and
REG and 2 students are performing their PhD in the framework of the GREAT-ITN Span-
ish node. This paper provides detailed information about the structure of these networks,
the Spanish participation, and present and future tasks that are foreseen.
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